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WHY THIS MONOGRAPH

Olbviously creating awareness about ragging is tisé dind the
ast answer to this most pertinent question. Incouve of hearts,
we felt an inner urge to bring out this monographiamging to create a
total and complete awareness about the evil anégglageffects of
ragging on students, nay, on the whole of academnid. The urge was
felt with a sense of fellow feeling with the studeommunity aspiring for
the best in their career, who are the jewels of thiema

Unfortunately data on ragging is not availablejal#é and tested
information / statistics are also not availableitide college authorities
dare to indicate number of ragging incidents per yer is the hostel
http:/rerf.infindex.htmManagement spontaneous enough with their
information to share. Many of the state governmargdusy to give lip
service for the cause of the students’ community simply did not
feel it necessary as its duty to maintain a ‘speeil to monitor and
control unwanted barbaric incidents of raggingdnaational institutes
even after the epoch making historic verdict fromapex court of the
country. When we approached so many engineeritiggesl of repute
in the state of west Bengal, we were astonishetheit casual
approach to this crucial problem of the day.  igal pity that many
of those so-called prestigious educational Ingtitst even did not felt
it necessary to return us the filled-in- questiieneontaining some
simple but basic queries pertaining to raggingamjous and the built -
in-measures to check it. And all of those institugiin their nicely crafted
advertisements do not hesitate to declare that rigiptain the best
campus on the earth!

Students unions, although it seems funny but wmfaté, are also not
committed enough about the plight of the studetis are ragged in
campus and sometimes are forced to return withmupleting their
dream courses because of the intolerable ragging.
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Often parents, particularly coming from rural basied it very difficult
to deal a case of ragging while lodging an FIR agpropriate authority.
In many occasions, police administration givesdifvices and practically
does nothing to bring culprits to book citing sdmét-in-defects in FIR
lodged.

In this monograph, utmost attempts have been mads b pass on
much required information so that hapless guardigrasents (and of
course the students) can take liberal help and letenguidance from

this monograph in taking preventive, protective andhtive shields.

Besides, the monograph mentions many Do’s and ®ortstudents

while they at the new colleges, which are the te®il our year long

study. We have also indicated some suggestiortisdavorried parents
and guardians. Through this monograph, we alsadrtemake an appeal
to senior students (who till yester years weren@gy college as also
the hostel authorities. We expect that districtiathtnation shall rise to

real need of the hour by taking stock of situatiblast in order to make
educational institutions ragging free.

Telephone numbers of District Magistrates and $upadents of Police
of all districts apart from address and telephamabers of all such
authorities who matters in critical hours are givethis monograph.

We are sure that this monograph on ragging whittreidirst of its kind
in India shall be able to set the ball rollinghe desired direction.

We regret any mistake and lapses despite ourfiimss @nd intentions.
We welcome suggestions / other inputs and feedlfracksll concerned
which shall be of great help to us in our effont&l avill be duly
acknowledged and incorporated in next edition isfritonograph.

We know that we have our weaknesses in writingtlusograph as of
course we have, due to various factors which iated in our efforts
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to meet time management for bringing out this nme@t#tion for use of
the students stepping into educational campusidgbeheducation in
this year itself. More ever, responses from engimgamedical, technical
and other colleges were discouraging in spite papproaching them a
number of times. We expected far more spontanemsoperation and
positive support from those colleges of higher etioo who are
supposed to be pro-active for the well being ofiestis. But, we are
always hoping against hope. We are sure, thisqatioin of monograph,
which is a maiden effort in the entire country aglate shall go a long
way and surely blast open the so-called ‘shelbofidentiality’ practiced
by some of the educational institutes. We shaédeestly requesting
for availability of data and other related inforrmatforthwith for the
sake of students. All these shall help us to mdkeational campuses
ragging free in the near future.

Till such time we, at IEPM, shall be with you. Alyga

This is our commitment to the society. To the sttgleAnd obviously to
you.

“If you want something very badly, you can achieve it.
It may take patience, very hard work, a real struggle
& a long time, but it can be done.
That much faith is a pre-requisite of any undertaking artistic or
otherwise”
- Margo Jones



RAGGING - MEANING & DEFINITION

Ragging is a form of mental and physical abuse, twthie seniors
impose on the new comers. The senior studentsttiankhis will
help

to get acquainted with the new comers

to get respect from the juniors

to inspire discipline among them

to help them in learning endurance

The term “Ragging” is commonly known in India, Rém, Sri Lanka
and in many other countries and is a form of almmsaewcomers to
educational institutions. It is almost similar e twestern form, known
as ‘Hazing, but is commonly much more severe. Ragging ierdift
from “hazing in that it is forced on the victim, whereas ‘tmgyiis done
with the consent of a person.

There is a reference to ragging, racking and dgckinEveryman’s
Encyclopedia, London, Ed. 1938, Val. I, (Pg. 382H the Random
House Dictionary of the English language, Ed. 188) 487). Ragging,
racking and ducking as also teasing differ conalugiin details so far
as the original practices are concerned.

Oxford English Dictionary, Volume — VIII, 1961 Eigih, mentions that
the term ‘to rag’ is university slang and is of@be origin. It is especially
an extensive display of noisy, disorderly condeattied on in defiance
of authority or discipline. The word ‘ragging’ iefthed as an action of
scolding, annoying, teasing etc. and to tormeassail in a rough noisy
fashion or to create wild disorder.

The Rutledge Dictionary of Historical Slang edited Eric Patridge,
defines ragging as “display of noisy, disorderlgdact and great high
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spirits considered by the perpetrators (raggersxeallent fun and by
many outsiders as a bloody nuisance.”

After establishment of residential educational aasep, the practice of
ragging became a fashion. The practice aimed atirggea relation

between the new and the old students and the sersied to joke and
tease at the juniors. Subsequently, however, rgggutirely changed
from normal and human methods to very rough, canel inhuman

methods in absence of adequate supervision andngaidSometimes,
situation goes too far, resulting in serious playsigjury, irreparable

psychological damage, and even death.

There is no fixed rule(!) for ragging. It dependditze whims and fancies
of the senior students. Consequently, ragging Itnetgls from the first
day to a considerably longer period. After that@srsuddenly become
friends; and they go out of the way to help thstfes they ragged. But
this is not always be true as many fresher alrsaffigr from stress and
trauma, and may thereafter continue to suffer fpost traumatic stress
disorders. Many leave their institution and somerod suicide. But
most survive ragging and are only too happy toefoifgeir trauma and
move on. Those who rise up against it are shumeednge may also
take the form of physical assault, leading to serijuries.

The broader implication of ragging, which the A@surt itself set out in
the ‘Vishwa Jagriti Mission’ matter as:

“Any disorderly conduct whether by words spokenvatten or by an
act which has the effect of teasing, treating adlirag with rudeness any
other student, indulging in rowdy widisciplined activities which causes
or is likely to cause annoyance, hardship or psggizal harm or to
raise fear or apprehension thereof in a freshexr jonior student or
asking the students to do any act or perform samgetrhich such student
will not in the ordinary course and which has tffeck of causing or
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generating a sense of shame or embarrassmentosachersely affect
the physique or psyche of a fresher or a juniatestts’

The Supreme Court of India appointed a High Pow&rechmittee
headed by Shri R. K. Raghavan (Ex-CBI Chief) tdlado ragging
issues in details by holding detailed enquiry. Téort submitted by
Raghavan Committee has been accepted by the Gdwidia. The
Committee came across a variety of aspects of #r@ace of ragging
which are as follows:

OBSERVATIONS OF RAGHAVAN COMMITTEE

Ragging has several aspects with among othersgisgtal, social,
political, economic, cultural, and academic dimemsi

Any act that prevents, disrupts or disturbs theilezgacademic
activity of a student should be considered witthenacademics related
aspect of ragging.

Any act of financial extortion or forceful expend# burden put on
a junior student by senior students should be deresi as an aspect of
ragging of economic dimensions.

Any act of physical abuse including sexual abusmdsexual assaults
and stripping, forcing obscene and lewd acts, gesstegausing bodily
harm or any other danger to health or person cguitia the category
of ragging with criminal dimensions.

Any act or abuse by spoken words, e-mails, snaispablic insults
should be considered with in the psychological espef ragging. Any
act that affects mental health and self-confidemstudents also can be
described in terms of psychological aspect of raggi

Human rights perspective of ragging involves injegused to
fundamental right to human dignity through hunidiatheaped on junior
students by seniors.

RAGGING — GENERAL
CONCEPTS

he result of the sample survey done by us to assesmeasure

general concepts of people about ragging is veirtunate one.
Most of the members of general public are complaetelaware of
existence of ragging at all. Judging by the featt ititeracy percentage of
this country is quite high even after more thayérs of independence,
it is, perhaps, nothing surprising. General awa®m®yen among the
people of relatively higher strata of society @urry figure as they are
simply non—committal about the menace of raggingdncational
campuses. This is perhaps due to the fact that thigesad incidents of
ragging at various college campuses are not repwrtéhe print and
electronic media with due importance.

The common people still are inclined to believegirag as a somewnhat
form of jokes and merry-making at the beginning@ddemic sessions
by some handful merry loving senior students degelclass rooms,
canteens or at hostels to get themselves acquaiitedewly admitted
students in new academic session.

“We don’t see things as they are;
We see things as we are”
- Anais Nin



RAGGING — HISTORICAL BACKDROP

in almost all other counties. But in other coustriagging is looked
upon as crime and is handled with an iron handlleplacerned viz. the
college / university, administration and obviouhly police.

Ragging originated about 1200 years ago and 8tedngging death was
reported in 1873 at Cornell University (USA). Itsvhien also known
as hazing, fagging, bulling, pleading, horse-plgtc. Ragging could be
traced back to ancient Greece where it was prdciicengst worriers
and soldiers only. Ragging was practiced as a Isty#¢ of being
introduced to the seniors in the armed forces.

Subsequently the concept of ragging on newcomegado other parts
of the globe and gradually spread in military bases popular pass
time among the forces. But incidents of raggingewesver flashed in
public. There were two basic reasons: Firstly, iraggas a sort of pass
time in their otherwise boring camp life. And sedignragging was at a
mild dose mostly in far away barracks as any @dsegging was severely
dealt with by higher military authorities.

Since World War Il, ragging started spreading Irepfields of civilian
life. Here again the main reason was that soon afteld war 1l, many
of war brigades were dislocated and soldiers retlita civilian life.
Some of them also got admitted in colleges andesities. And with
them the concept of ragging spread to collegesuanersities. Thus
educational campuses were infected with ‘ragging®yme. The senior
students started practicing ragging on their jgnior

RAGGING IN OTHER COUNTRIES

mong the other countries presently Sri Lanka isaknto be

the worst affected country in regard to incidefhtagging. Ragging
has a long history and was a part of early — zadlisocieties. At ancient
seats of learning such as Beirut and Athens, rgggas known. It was
a part of the army and English public school ti@alitFrom the army
training institutions the practice of ragging cantethe fold of engineering,
medical and other residential institutions.

In European countries, ragging flourished in tftednth century. By the
17" century, master’s degree students needed to @btimoument that
affirmed they had gone through the equivalent didiei ages hell night.
Veteran students’ extorted money from fresheralited them physically
and forced them to dress in old garbs. One suafclFreustom that
immigrated to American universities was the cdpeanie that American
fresher and many Greek pledges routinely wore tierma of a year. The
custom still exists on a voluntary basis at a feweAcan colleges such
as Phillips University in Edin, Oklahoma. The systef pennalism,
fortunately, disappeared from the continent, btibbefore many young
men were humiliated, injured and killed.

Early Egyptians, Romans and Greeks knew raggirgDlike of Exeter
is supposed to be responsible for beginning ofimggn practice in
England. Racking was also in practice paralledgiming with a special
instrument of torture known as ‘rack’. But latiérgot mixed up into

ragging.

In the Netherlands in 1962 there was uproar bedeesdeer were given
‘Dachan treatment’, a reference to the dreaded &Vuviar I
concentration camps. According to Time, one freshéfered a brain
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injury when a senior student tried to knock a b#llhis head with a
hockey stick. In another custom, more than 200 gooen were packed
naked or half naked into a small room. The settiersperformed various
kinds of barbarities on them.

France has also had its problems controlling youeg. The French
term ‘brimade’ includes hazing, ragging, silly atehgerous jokes and
forced drinking. During 1920s in France, a naticzahpaign raged
against brimades. The minister of public instructarbade them in all
French schools, and the minister of war orderezhdrio such practices.
According to a 1928 notice in the New York Timagmiades had too
often gone beyond the limits of fun, and, espegciaih anxious boys,
who often voiced persecution and cruelty. In tHeary schools practical
jokes had been pushed much further. The minisfersstouction and
war emphasized that new boys must be welcomedattprdairly and
kindly.

Brimades have also been a problem in Canada, jgebemause that
country has imported such customs from the Briigtrpch and American
Greeks. Hazing activities flourished on the Caradiarder. Many

incidents reported in Canada during orientationkyés® conventional

method for introducing new students to college life

Source : Ms. Jayasree Sar, Ragging : Is it a patbwial or casual phenomenon of
college culture? an exploratory study, unpublisiddc. dissertation from Dept of

Psychology, Univ. of Calcutta, 2006.

“The glory is not in never failing,
but in rising every time you fall”
- A Chinese proverb

RAGGING IN _INDIA

Ragding In Ancient India

I n ancient India, students used to visit teachegiéhat an early
age .The students used to stay at the house bétdaca couple of
years along with other students coming from faryamreas learning
and practicing lessons from their ‘Gurus’ & ‘Gurwatds’. They used to
stay at ‘Guru-grihas’ (Gurukul) till they were dareld successfully passed
out by gurus and allowed to return to their homasres they could
practice and utilize acquired knowledge. In theholgtgical stories or in
such ancient documents, we do not find any referehragging in those
days.

Ragaing In Medieval India

In medieval India, students from abroad used ftib mdia for getting
admission in various seats of learning. Many fanstias of learning and
educational campuses were scattered all over Bdrae of the popular
ones were Nalanda, Texilla and Bikrampura to narfesvaAll those
famous centers of learning were frequented by retugents even from
far away countries. Some of the students who canhadia to study
and learn specially the teachings of Lord Buddheewéieun Tsang,
Fa-hien & Megasthenes. Those students from foreagmtries lived
many years in India for the purpose of study. Thiey visited many
other centers of learning. They have made vivid@aus of their stay in
India in their travelogues but there was no merdfany sort of ragging
of students especially the students from abroadyrof those places of
learning in  spite of their being residential in unat

11
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RAGGING IN POST INDEPENDENCE INDIA

In India, incidents of ragging came into our attentvith introduction of
modern education system under the British rulatigiafrom simple
jokes and time pass, the degree and gravity ofrmagtarted to show
its ugly powers and negative elements with passéty@e. The vulgar
and barbaric practices of ragging in some of theatnal campuses
would even shame the ones in practice in somedbthign countries.
‘Fresher Welcome’ (the great grand ‘Nabin BararaiJty gradually
transformed into ragging of fresher and ultimatalyied into a great
nightmare not only for fresher students but alssed serious concern
to worried parents and guardians, college and lregtigorities and the
administration at different levels.

Most of the campus authorities have allowed raggivegr the years, as
it is limited to moderation and in a healthy fommich is liked, by both
the seniors and fresher alike. They also maintaimessort of indirect
and low profile supervision. In some campuses, keweaagging
degenerated into some vulgar, brutal, sadist agrlsaxual harassment.

Many engineering colleges and coveted places ofitgaparticularly
[IT's, Bengal Engineering College (now BESU), R(Bllege now NIT-
Durgapur, Jalpaiguri Engineering College to narfesvawitnessed major
incidents of ragging during last couple of years.

With more and more mash-rooming of degree and rdgloolleges in

engineering, medical, technical and general steé@aucation with acute
dearth of infrastructure and administrative corakar huge number of
students also gives rise to so many incidents cbnirolled ragging

shattering dreams of many young hearts with so rsluatks & pains to
hapless parents and worried guardians.

Ragging in Ppst Independence India 13

In India, according to reliable sources, during tieeiod of only 3
years from 2005 — 2007, there were as many asfaftumate deaths,
10 suicide attempts by students and 33 cases aigghgnd 13 cases
of sexual abuses. Some of the incidents of ragggngported in media
especially in newspapers and news magazines legverbentioned
under the heading ‘recent incidents of campusmgbigi this monograph
which is not only shocking and undesirable butrpgsta horror picture
of the affair. We should still remember that whates published in news
papers are only the tip of the ice.

We are really afraid and concerned that with ttesgge of time, we are
coming across more and more incidents of campgsagrhe nature

of torture on fresher by senior students shows rieat and newer
methods of ragging are constantly being develogedwwas unheard
earlier much to the chagrin of parents, guardianas aministration.

Alarmed at the growing incidents of ragging in vhitolence and sexual
abuses had been perpetrated against fresher, tgthahd girls, the

Government seems to be serious to put an endstbdhid practices

by invoking criminal laws and, if necessary, byatment of special

Acts.

“To become a champion,
fight one more round”
--James ]. Corbett

11



Ragging and The Legal Provision

RAGGING AND THE LEGAL PROVISIONS Specific Sections to Deal with Ragging Cases anditing
Justice under the Indian Penal Code (IPC)

Enactment of Central and the state laws, makes ngggi

cognizable offence with identifying the perverserfs of ragging Minor Complaints Against Raqgding :
under such law(s), and giving punishments apptepndh the cruelty
of the offence - Sections
339  Wrongful restraint
A student indulged in the act of raging his / beidrs may 340  Wrongful confinement
be expelled from collece / university 341  Punishment for wrongful restraint
34z  Punishmet for wrongfu confinemer
He/ ste may be bannd / debarrd from stayirg in hostd / 294  Obscee act ard song:
mess 50€  Punishmet for criming intimidatior
Scholarship / stipend / financial grant can be dvitvn / Major Complaints Against Ragaing :
cancelled by the college / university
Sections
He /she may be debarred from appearing at future 323  Punishment for voluntarily causing hurt  or
examinations of university 324  Voluntarily causing hurt by dangerous weapons
mean
He /ste mey be debarrd from taking admissiin to ary othel 32t Punishmet for voluntariy causilg grievots hurl
educational institute in the state or even in tiizeecountry 32€  Voluntarily causitg grievols hurt by dangerot
accused student. Death or loss WEARDH'S OF means
He /ske mey be chare sheetd ard cout of law mey try the
It may, after taking all precautions, give sevensighment Sections
to meet the end of justice. 304  Punishment for culpable homicide not amourting
murder

306 Abetment of suicide
307 Attempt to murder
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Extracts from the Code of Criminal Procedure 1973
Information to the Police and Their Powers to Inveégate
Section 154 : Information in cognizable cases

1. Every information relating to the commissiomaognizable offence,
if given orally to an officer-in-charge of a polistation, shall be reduced
to writing by him or under his direction, and badever to the informant;
and every such information whether given in writingeduced to writing
as aforesaid, shall be signed by the person giyiagd the substance
thereof shall be entered in a book to be kept bly stficer in such form
as the state government may prescribe in thisfoehal

2. A copy of the information as recorded under sedtion (1) above
shall be given forthwith, free of cost, to the mfiant.

3. Any person aggrieved by a refusal on the pahaffficer—in—charge
of a police station to record the information nefdrto in sub-section
(1) may send the substance of such informationriting and by post,

to the superintendent of police concerned whoatikfeed that such

information discloses the commission of a cognezaffence, shall either
investigate the case himself or direct an investigdo be made by any
police officer subordinate to him, in the mannavjated by this code,
and such office hall have all the powers of arceffin-charge of the
police station in relation to that offence.

Note : FIR is the earliest report made to the police @ffigvith a
view to his taking action in the matter. (Soma Bhatate of Gujarat
AIR 1975 SC 1453)
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Section 155 : Information as to non-cognizable casand
investigation of such cases

1. When information is given to an officer—in—cleaaf a police station
of the commission within the limits of such statara non-cognizable
offence, he shall enter or cause to be entereduhstance of the
information in a book to be kept by such officesurch form as the state
govt. may prescribe in this behalf, and refer thferimation to the
Magistrate.

2. No police officer shall investigate a non-coghle case without the
order of a magistrate having power to try such casemmit the case
for trial.

3. Any police officer receiving such order may eis the same powers
in respect of the investigation (except the powartest without warrant)
as an officer—in—charge of a police station mayose=in a cognizable
case.

4. Where a case relates to two or more offencesich at least one is
cognizable, the case shall be deemed to be a @agaizase,
notwithstanding that the other offences are nomizaple.

Note : Police can investigate even, if there is a casdangls
cognizable offence ( Naresh Chandra v. state 19Z8RA60)

Section 156 : Police officer’s power to investigategnizable

1. Any officer-in-charge of a police station maythaut the order of a
magistrate, investigate, any cognizable case waidourt having



jurisdiction over the local area within the limd$ such station would
have power to inquire into or try under the pransi of chapter XIlI
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2. No proceedings of a police officer in any suabecshall at any stage
be called in question on the ground that the caseome which such
officer was not empowered under this section testigate.

Section 157 : Procedure of investigation

1. If, for information received or otherwise, dificer-in-charge of a
police station has reason to suspect the commiskam offence which
he is empowered under section 156 to investigateshill forthwith
send a report of the same to a Magistrate empoweetakle cognizance
of such offence upon a police report and shallggdadn person, or
shall depute one of his subordinate officer natdpddelow such rank as
the state govt. may prescribe, to proceed to tbie pinvestigate the
facts and circumstances of the case, and , if sage® take measures
for the discovery and arrest of the offender. Rledithat —

(a) where information as to the commission of arghoffence is given
against any person by name and the case is neteabas in nature , the
officer-in-charge of a police station need not peatin person or depute
a subordinate officer to make an investigationnenspot.

(b) if it appears to the officer-in-charge of aipektation that there is no
sufficient ground or entering on an investigatioa shall not investigate
the case.

2. In each of the cases mentioned in clause®)af the proviso to
sub-section (1), the officer-in-charge of the moltation shall state in
his report his reasons for not fully complying witle requirements of
that sub-section, and in the case mentioned ise&léh) of the proviso,
the officer shall also forthwith notify to the imfoant if any. in such manner
as may be prescribed by the state govt. the faidbéhwill not investigate
the case or cause it to be investigated.
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Section 158 : Report submission

1. Every report sent to a Magistrate under sedttohshall, if the state
govt. so directs, be submitted through such supeidficer of police as
the state govt. by general or special order, appoimthat behalf.

2. Such superior officer may give such instrustitm the officer-in-
charge of the police station as he thinks fit, shall, after recording
such instructions on such reports, transmit theesasithout delay to the
Magistrate.

Section 159 : Power to hold investigation or prelmary

Such Magistrate, on receiving such report, maytae investigation,
or, if he thinks fit, at once proceed, or deputeMagistrate subordinate
to him to proceed, to hold a preliminary inquiryoiror otherwise to
dispose of, the case in the manner provided ircts.

Section 164 : Recording of confessions and statetaen

1. Any Metropolitan Magistrate or Judicial Magisér may, whether or
not he has jurisdiction in that case, record amjession or statement
made to him in the course of an investigation utideichapter or under
any other law for the this being in force, or gt time afterwards before
the commencement of the inquiry or trial.

Provided that no confession shall be recorded pygliae officer on
whom any power of a Magistrate has been confemddrany law for
the time being in force.
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2. The Magistrate shall, before recording any sactiession, explain
to the person making it that he is not bound toenakonfession and
that, if he does so, it may be used as evidendasadgam: and the

Magistrate shall not record any such confessioressnl upon

guestioning the person making it, he has reasobslieve that it is

being made voluntarily

3. If at any time before the confession is recartfexiperson appearing
before the Magistrate states that he is not wibngake the confession,
the Magistrate shall not authorize the detenticsuoh person in police
custody.

STATE LAWS

Some of the states in India have enacted statddgovsvent ragging in
educational institutions following the recommeraiati of the Supreme
Court of India.

1) Andhra Pradesh state law defines ragging asydo act, which
causes or is likely to cause insult or annoyandeawsror apprehension
or threat or intimidation or outrage modesty ouli® a student.

2) According to the Assam Prohibition of Raggirity 2298, ragging
means display of noisy or disorderly conduct ongaif any act which
causes or is likely to cause social, physical gchpslogical harm or
raise apprehension or fear or shame or embarrastnaery student in
any educational institution and includes teasihgisimg of playing
practical jokes on or causing hurt to such stugentssking the student
any act or perform something which such studehtiailin the ordinary
course willingly do.

3) The Chattisgarh Shaikshanik Sansthaon Me Reglta Pratishedh
Adhiniyam, 2001 defines ragging as causing, ind,lcd@mpailing or
forcing a student, whether by way of a practidatjor otherwise, to do

any act which detracts from human dignity or violes person or exposes
him to ridicule or forbear from doing any unlawadt, by intimidating,
wrongfully restraining, wrongfully confining, orjuring him or by using
criminal force to him or by holding out to him atiyeat or such
intimidation, wrongful restraint, wrongful confinemt, injury or the use
of criminal force.

4) Goa Prohibition of Ragging Bill 2006, definagging as ‘display of,
doing any act disorderly conduct which causesligely to cause physical
or psychological harm or raise apprehension or @ashame or
embarrassment to a student in any educationautisti and includes
teasing, abusing, threatening or playing pradiitas on, causing hurt
to, such students; or asking a student to do d@ry perform something
which such student will not, in the ordinary courglingly do’.

5) The Karnataka Education Act 1983, defines rapgs ‘Causing,
inducing, compelling or forcing a student, whethyerway of practical
joke or otherwise, to do any act which detractsfftuman dignity or
violates his persons or exposes him to ridicuferbyear from doing any
lawful act, by intimidating, wrongfully restrainingwrongfully confining,

or injuring him by using criminal force to him oy bolding out to him any
threat of such intimidation, wrongful confinemenfury or the use of
criminal force.’

6) The Kerala Prohibition of Ragging Act 1998 def ragging as
‘teasing, abusing or causing hurt or asking stuetd an act which he
is unwilling to do’.

7) Ragging as defined by The Maharashtra Pragmibitf Ragging Act
1999 is ‘a display or disorderly conduct, doin@o§ act which causes
oris likely to cause physical or psychologicahhar raise apprehension
or fear or shame or embarrassment to a studemtyireducational
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8) Tamil Nadu Prohibition of Ragging Act 1997 tetathat ragging
means ‘display of noisy, disorderly conduct, d@ng act, which causes
or is likely to cause physical or psychological nhaor raise
apprehension or fear or shame or embarrassmenstt@ent in any
educational institution and includes teasing, agusof playing
practical jokes on or causing hurt to, such stlent asking the
students to do any act or perform something, whig student will
not, in the ordinary course, willingly do'.

The Expert Committee formed by the apex court fatmadl only the
Chattisgarh State Act on ragging is intended ®/gnt’ ragging whereas
all other state laws enacted by other states meeallg to ‘prohibit’
ragging. There are very few states in India thatehanacted
comprehensive laws in respect of ragging. Everetfes existing state
laws are lacking in provisions intended to prevagging. No state laws
provide for any detailed scheme of prevention afigiray in
educational campus which is needed very much. Sepr€ourt
guidelines on ragging are stated to be followethbkystates; however,
no state law has been modified or amended totheng in line with the
guidelines and directions of the apex court.

The West Bengal Prohibition of Ragqging in Educatioal
Institutions Act, 2000

The state of West Bengal is the only state in Indi@re the Indian
Penal
Code has been amended to make ragging an offence.

The West Bengal Prohibition of Ragging in Educatidmnstitutions Act,
2000 (W.B. Act Xl of 2000) includes the followingrovisions
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& “Ragging” means the ‘doing of any act which causess likely to
cause any physical, psychological or physiologdjieain of apprehension
or shame or embarrassment to a student, and isclude

(a) teasing or abusing of, playing practical jokesasrgausing
hurt to any student. or

(b) asking any student to do any act, or perform anyg,tivhich
he/she would not, in the ordinary course, be wiltmdo or perforn’.

& Proviso for Prohibition of Ragding
(a) Ragging within an educational institution is herpimhibited.

(b) No person shall participate in, abet, or propagagging in
any educational institution.

& Stipulated Penalty for Ragging

(a) Expulsion from the educational institution, if feliguilty on
enquiry by the institution against a complaint kedigy any other student.

(b) Imprisonment of either description up to two yearine up
to five thousand rupees or both.

(c) Any student convicted under 3 (b) shall be disndigsam
the educational institution in which he/she haslggesecuting his/her
studies for the time being, and shall not be reiéehirio that educational
institution.

Source : www.stopragging.org



“You can’t shake hands with
clenched fist”
- Indira Gandhi

INITIATION TO STOP RAGGING IN INDIA

n the year 1999, the University Grants Commissigposited a

Committee for framing course of action to fight tiheat of ragging in
Universities/Educational Institutions. The Comnati@ its report
recommended the following —

Enactment of Central and the state laws, makirggmg@ cognizable
offence, identifying the perverse forms of ragginder such law(s), giving
punishments appropriate with the cruelty of offence

Anti-ragging movement in respect of ban on raggng the
consequences of violation should start from thelipation of
advertisements for admissions. Prospectus, agphcérms and
admission forms should contain clear message agagung

An undertaking for not indulging in ragging is magandatory
for admission to student hostels.

Various actions should be taken at the beginnirepolh academic
session, like an address by Head of institutiowardens, student
activists, parents/guardians, police and faculty eonstituting Anti-
Ragging Vigilance Committees comprising some séginiity members,
students and wardens

Defaulting institutions should be penalized inftien of reduction in
Grants-In-Aid or even dis-affiliation from UGC

Different grades of punishments ranging from susipan of
offenders from institution to a fine of Rs. 25,008hd, even rigorous
imprisonment up to 3 years depending on degreeewérity of
offence. In addition, punishments shall also bergivy the concerned
institutional authoritiesPositive steps and ine@gtito create an anti-
ragging environment

The University Grants Commission had circulated1i889 Report to
all universities on 13th January, 2000 for necgsazion. Similarly, the

directions of Hon’ble Supreme Court in W.P.(CiNilp. 656 of 1998

[Vishwa Jagriti Mission] on curbing the menaceagfging in educational
institutions have also been circulated by the UsityeGrants Commission
to all the States / Union Territory Governments iastitutions for strict

compliance.

RAGHAVAN COMMITTEE

The Hon’ble Supreme Court of India formed a Conwaitteaded by
Shri RK. Raghavan, former Director, Central Burefinvestigation

(CBI) in December, 2006 to look into ragging isSnesetails by holding
detailed enquiry and to give suggestions on megms\ention of ragging
in educational institutions.

In its Interim Order of 27th November 2006, the W@ Supreme
Court of India expressed its disappointment by esging that
“practically very little has been done to preverng tnenace of
ragging in educational institutioisThe Apex Court expected that
the Raghavan committee shall make recommendatisn® ‘how the
provisions already enacted in several States atdi& to be framed
to prevent the menace, can effectively eliminaentienace.’



The Committee after elaborately evaluating exisstate legislations in
India observed that incidents of ragging haweemsed manifold
particularly from 2001 onwards. The Committee aleted that very
few States have enacted laws in respect of radggjen. these few existing
State laws are woefully lacking in provisions ited to prevent ragging.



Some of the observations of the Committee are -

The Committee found no instance where educatiositutions
approached police authorities in reporting everexteeme incidents of
ragging. Usually, complaints with police are lodgggarents/ guardians
of the victims.

The Committee is concerned with the evasive agtibiéducational
institutions and it is therefore necessary thditutisnal authorities are
made accountable in a variety of ways.

The Committee views absence of civil society i on the issue
of ragging as a matter of serious concern.

The locations of hostels are often unknown totuigihal authorities
or even to local law and order authorities and ithenother cause of

ragging.

Possession of mobile phone was the best and imieeadiarce for
the ragged to communicate with relevant autharities

State Governments haven’t monitored whether raggasybeen
restricted or not in their State. The authoritiegstitutions have not
played a pro-active role which was necessary asapyiresponsibility
was cast on institutional authorities.

Given below are the observations of the Commigieeifically in respect
of the guidelines of the Apex Court :-

The Apex Court had prescribed that educationatutishs should
generate an ‘atmosphere of discipline by sendidga message that
no act of ragging shall be tolerated and any a in haII
go unnoticed or unpunishedlhe continuation dﬂrg%giﬁ ﬁr\?f %ﬁ% the
forms sometimes in the garb of ‘mild ragging’,feductions’ etc. in the
opinion of this Committee is equally deplorable afteh such ‘surrogate’
ragging practices are patronized by institutionghartities themselves.
This is established by the fact that ‘social irttoa’ sessions or ‘fresher,’
‘welcome’ parties are traditionally organized oafter sufficient time is
available to seniors to rag ‘fresher’ — often mentifter the date of
admission to institutions.

In our country the first real initiation to stopgging was taken in the
state of Tamil Nadu in 1997 which witnessed a serfigiolent incidents
of campus ragging at that time. Many incidentsrafdb ragging were
reported in media which depicts ragging is prevalereducational

campuses in the state. All these ultimately prodhiite Govt. of Tamil

Nadu to pass an Anti-Ragging Act in the state ligie. Some of the
other states are also following steps and havatepfcome up with anti-
ragging legislation. The major boost to anti-raggfforts was given by
a landmark judgment of Supreme Court of India ity 1301 in response
to a Public interest litigation (PIL) filed by théshwa Jagriti Mission- an
NGO. Ragging, often a matter of great legal concerdefined by

Supreme Court as :

‘Any disorderly conduct, whether by words spokewritten or by

an act which is the effect of teasing or handlinthwudeness any
other student, indulging in rowdy or in-disciplinadtivities which
causes or is likely to cause annoyance, hardshipsychological
harm or to raise fear or apprehension thereof inesher or a junior
student or asking the students to do any act ofoper something
which such student will not do in the ordinary cgeiand which has

the effect of causing or generating a sense of sham
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embarrassment so as to adversely affect the physigpsyche of
a fresher or a junior studerit

Very recently, UP Govt. has taken up legislatiommfAct completely
banning ragging in the educational institutes endtate. But it is needed
to be emphasized that real initiation to stop ragfom college campus
only came from the apex court of the land. The &uprCourt, in its
epoch-making Judgment, desired that all educatinsitiite campuses
shall be completely ragging free. Secondly, thenegubmitted by
Raghavan Committee has been accepted by the Gimwdiso Necessary
instructions have been passed on to state goveisyroniversity Grants
Commission and the Ministry of higher educatiorudational Institutions
all over the country have been advised to filewR local police against
those who rag or even abet ragging. A list of psedaaction plan has
been passed out to the educational institutes.nRgdde Ministry of
Human Resource Development under Department oeHigthucation,
Gowt. of India has also taken some pro-active pesgiteps towards
awareness campaign against campus ragging thratighgear for lasting
and positive impact.

The All India Council of Technical Education (AICYBew Delhi has
put up a circular on its web site that ‘raggingdlucational institutions in
any form is banned under law; all the AICTE appdowstitutions must
ensure that ragging does not take place at thaipweses in any form;
should such a case be reported or brought to tieeraj the AICTE,

then the Council shall take necessary action imgudithdrawal of

approval’

The University Grants Commission, the regulatorghybto control the
affairs of the affiliated universities in India raso recently asked member-
universities to follow recommendations of Suprenmir€appointed
Raghavan Committee to curb ragging. However, ptgsg®GC does
not intend to pressure the universities into impletmg recommendation
of Raghavan Committee by threatening to snap tluege strings. As
per news published in the Telegraph dated 28.1théi& is no plan to

link performance of universities in curbing raggiogthe funding they
receive from the apex body. Further, UGC, as ieappfrom reports,
is doubtful about the workability in implementirigetrecommendations
of Raghavan Committee.

We, however, express our complete disappointmesttbe issue.

Sources :
Supreme Court of India Judgment 2001
‘Raghavan Committee Recommendation Report’, HRD Ministry, Govt. of
India
‘Hon ble. Supreme Court interim order on Ragging’, Supreme Court
Legal Correspondent. ‘Court :form panel to look into ragging’, The Hindu,

Nowv. 7, 2006

“We all have ability.
The difference is how we use it”

— Stevie Wonder



